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Introductions



Who We Are

Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning, City of Buffalo:

Lisa Hicks - Director of Development

Alex Carducci- Real Estate Financial Analyst

Trevor Griffis - Economic Development Coordinator

Hailey Whitney- General Planner

Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA):

Darren Kempner ςDirector ofGovernmentRelations and 
Development

Robert Jones - Deputy Director of Public Transit



íƚņģǺόǈϔ§ŌŌǔűƑť

1. Recap of the LaSalle Equitable Transit-Oriented 
Development Initiative 

2. Feedback- LaSalle Survey and Pop UpEvents

3. Context & Concepts: Housing

4. Group Discussions



Overview of 
LaSalle Site and 
ETOD



Equitable Transit-Oriented 
Development (ETOD)

Achieving ETOD

ÅPlanning

ÅCommunity Engagement

ÅIdentifying Development 
Teams



Why is ETOD 
important?

Transit Improves Equity

Connections to: 
- Housing
- Services

- Jobs 
- Education
- Recreation

- Quality of Life



Joint land ownership

The City and NFTA ς
cooperation and 
partnership

The area surrounding 
this station includes:

Residential

Commercial

Educational

Recreational



RFQ



LaSalle RFQ -
Vision

“While development plans have yet to be 
finalized, the City & NFTA envisionan equitable 
transit-oriented development (ETOD) with…

1. Affordable and/ or mixed-income housing, 

2. An activated 1st floor,

3. Vibrant streetscapes and public spaces that 
will complement the surrounding residential 
area.”



Respondents Participate in community engagement 
process

Respond to an RFP based upon ideas 
developed during community engagement



What have we heard so 
far?



Pop Up 
Events

August

¢ƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 
of Strategic 
Planning spoke to 
riders, residents, 
and parkgoers 
throughout the 
month of August:

11 Aug. 22

Pop Up Event #1 
8/11/22

Location:

LaSalle Station

18 Aug. 22

Pop Up Event #2 
8/18/22

Location:

Shoshone Park

25 Aug. 22

Pop Up Event #3 
8/25/22

Location:

Lasalle Station & 
Main St.





LaSalle Community Engagement Survey

Do you envision housing on LaSalle Development Site, if so, what is your ideal housing typology? 
(Townhomes, rowhomes, apartments, mix of types throughout site, etc.)

Would you prefer affordable housing, all market rate, or mixed income?

Should this housing be targeted to a specific audience like families, seniors, or students?



Responses

ÅRespondents want to see housing on the site.
ÅMajority expressed in interest in apartments or mix of types.

ÅOver 80% of responses interested in seeing mixed-income or 
affordable housing
ÅEven split for interest in affordable and mixed-income

ÅMany respondents were open to housing for a variety of 
individuals(i.e. families, students, and seniors). 

ÅResponses were variable overall. Some wanted to see 
housing targeted at specific individuals such as students or 
families.

ÅQuotes:

Åά! ƳƛȄΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ Lǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ 
housing on the northern portion of the site, keeping 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪŀōƭŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΧέ

ÅάL ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎΣ ŎŀƴŜǎΣ ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊǎ-maybe 
ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ όƳƛȄ ƻŦ ǘȅǇŜǎύ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭέ



LaSalle Community Engagement Survey

Bearing in mind the Green Code requirements, would you prefer to see 
more than the required density on the site?

Is there a commercial use or service you would like to see on the site to 
compliment the housing and the surrounding community? (examples of 
commercial uses include retail, office, medical, entertainment, etc.)



Responses

ÅRespondents were either indifferent, in favor of more 
density, or would not like to see more than the required 
density. No majority.

ÅRespondents want to see space for retail, restaurants, 
entertainment, community services, medical services, and 
amenities that support nearby parks such as Shoshone.

ÅQuotes:

ÅάΧ¢ƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
accessible spaces (meeting rooms, computer labs, 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴǎύΧ.ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΧέ

ÅάL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘέ



TOD Development Plan Community 
Feedback
ÅMixed residential types not offered in the area

ÅLarger retail not found throughout University Heights

ÅDevelopment should be complementary to the neighborhood

ÅMixed feelings on density distribution

ÅMaximize density along street and at station, transition to lower density at rear

ÅMaintain 2-3 story streetscape along Main Street, create a denser node interior to the site

ÅCreate activity hub that generates infill opportunities for nearby storefronts

Please Reference page 26 and 300 of the Comprehensive Transit-Oriented Development Plan: 
https://www.gbnrtc.org/tod





Green Code 
Requirements
Underlying zones are mixed-use (N-1C Mixed-
Use Core and N-3E Mixed-Use Edge)

Parcels on Main Street are in the Metro Rail 
overlay:
ÅMinimum building height of three stories

ÅMinimum density of 36 units per acre



Potential Building 
Types

Attached House

Stacked Units

Commercial Block



Housing
& Land Use

ωAffordable

ωMixed-Income

ωRental / For-sale

ωSpecific Populations: student, senior, etc.

Housing

ωRetail: large, small

ωOffice: large, small

Commercial

Community Service/ Neighborhood-Serving

Other / Special



Community 
Engagement



Community 
Engagement 
Timeline 

ÅAll sessions expected to be held in Gloria J. 
Parks Community Center

ÅRequest for Qualifications Submitted June 3, 
2022

ÅCommunity Engagement Session 3 –
Transportation & Mobility –Wednesday, 
September 28

ÅWrap Up Community Engagement Session –
October 5

ÅRequest for Proposal –Late Fall 2022



Breakout 
Discussion

ÅPlease join a discussion group at one of the tables

ÅEach table has a City representative (facilitator)

ÅGuiding questions and a LaSalle Area map are provided

ÅVirtual participants-please provide comments in the chat or 
via email to tgriffis@buffalony.gov.

ÅWe will reconvene towards the end to hear from each 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ

mailto:tgriffis@buffalony.gov


Discussion 
Questions

Residents expressed a desire for increased density along Main Street. According to the zoning code, there is a 
minimum of 36 units per acre that must be built on properties zoned N-1C. How may additional units, if any, would 
you like to see in the development? 

According to the UDO, the minimum height of a building front facing Main Street in the N-1C zone is 3 stories, with a 
maximum height of 10 stories or 124 feet. How many stories high would you prefer the development be?

If including different housing types, where would you locate them?

How many bedrooms should the units include? Does the number of units change based on housing type?

Do you think that affordable housing should be incorporated into the development at the LaSalle site?

Do you think mixed-income housing should be incorporated into the development at the LaSalle Site?

Do you think home ownership opportunities would be a good fit on this property, or would you prefer to see rental 
units?

If there was a home ownership or condo opportunity on the property, what would be fair asking price for a home 
here?

Should the site be all residential –except for first floor along Main Street? Or can commercial uses (office, services, 
medical, etc.) be included in the site development?

What other uses would you like to see in the development?


